4        '    THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM.

Buddha's mind is his absolutely great compassion for all"
beings." But it must at the same time be remembered
that the teaching of the Blessed One does not rest for its
validity on any miracle or any special event in his life as is
the case in many another religion. Should the events in
the life of Gautama Sakyamuni turn out to be unhistorical,
that would not in the least detract from the merit of his
teachings. As the -Blessed One himself has said, the
teaching carries with it its own demonstration.

Stripped of mythical embellishments, the principal events
in the life of Gautama Buddha are easily told. He was born
...bout the middle of the sixth century before the Christian
era in Lumbim Park in the neighbourhood of Kapilavastu,
now known as Padeirn, in the north of the district of
Gorakpur. To mark this spot ah the birth of the greatest
teacher of mankind and as a token of his reverence for him,
Empeior Asoka erected in 329 r>.(\ a pillar bearing the
inscription : " Here was the Enlightened One born."'^

At Kapilavastu resided the chiefs of 'the Sakya clan, of
whom little would have been remembered, had not Siddartha
been born amnng them. Gautama's father, Suddhodana, and
his mother, Maya, the daughter of Suprabuddha, belonged to
this clan. The mother of Siddartha died seven days after
his birth. Under the kind care of his maternal aunt, Pmjapati
Gautami, Siddartha spent his early years in ease, luxury and
culture. No pains were spared to make the course of his life
smooth. At the age of sixteen he was married to his cousm,
Yasodhara, the daughter of the chief of Koli, and they had
a son named Rahula. For twenty-five years Siddartha saw
only the beautiful and pleasant. About this time the sorrows
and sufferings of mankind affected him deeply, and made
him reflect on the problem of life. Impelled by a strong desire
to find the origin of suffering and sorrow and the means
of extirpating them, he renounced at the age of twenty-nine
all family ties and retired to the forest, as wajs the wont in
his day.

After this great renunciation (abhiinshkramw a) the Bodhi-
sattva, the seeker after bod hi, placed himself under the

* Hida bhagavain jateti.